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U«M»udam •( CowtmttM With Mr. Mikhail N. Smiraovsky, 

MUltter CossmIw, Etdbttiy of the tjiioa of 
Strict SocUltlt KipvUieCt on Thursday. 
September 2ft, 1961 


At hi* request, 2 mot Mr. Smiraovsky for a eotvtrMtha which 
lasted shoot u hoar sad half . 

Mo bed s message to deliver, obviously on iastractioas. The 

mosesf o wse so follow*. 

1. Ho has boot ia Geneva all summer working as aa assistant 
to Ambassador Pushkla at the Laos conference. Ho understood the 
conversatloa between Pushkin sad Harrtmen, before Harrimaa's 
departure, bad goas vsrywslL Both men had expressed themselves 
as optimistic about a settlement. 

2. On the Soviet side, they had looked forward to a resumption 
of bilateral coavsrsatioas upon Harrimaa' s return. They are disap- 
pointed that such conversations on the substantive issues of the 
settl ement had not yet takaa place. 

9, They are akeptical that the three princes can settle anything 
by themselves. First, because there are three of them) second, 
because each baa a complex political situation behind him. 

4. Because of the possibility of resumed fighting and tbs political 
testability Inside Laos, they think a settlement le urgent. They believe 
the U. ft. is sincere ia seeking a neutral and independent Laos. 


ft. At this point t explained that ia oar view there wore two 
fundamental issues: first, the initial constitution of the government; 
second, the powers of the ICC. Oa the constitution of the government, 
they are aware that we would like the neutralist center group enlarged 
to laclado some men from outside Xieng Khouaag. But the most basic 
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problem ««» the Iteepstesocc and powers of the ICC. ft'e believe that 
the ICC should hare the right to ensure four matters which ere of 
legitimate concern to nations otter than Laos: 

— nr»t* that foreign troops be removed- I explained it was 
easier to remove American than Vtetmlah troops* and this was 
ntrwwly Important to os. 

*" Sscond# that ths Lae armed ferccs are reduced as agreed 
and surplus arms collected- 

•* Third* that eras net be t&£ reduced from outside the 
country. We were* naturally* particularly concerned about the flow 
from Hanoi. 

•• ****&• ttet La* territory not be used to Infiltrate otter 

nations* ns was now going an from Southern Laos into Vis t- Ram. 

*• *^ltaf te this, bo said that for some time the Soviet side 
had believed that the V. S. wished te use the ICC In interfere in the 
iaienal affairs in Lacs. They ne longer believed this to te the case. 

far an te eeeld see* the four conditions were acceptable! although 
te • abed whether we were prepared te permit the Lane Government 
te ianpert arms by Internationa agreement. 

d. 1 said that the country was full of guest but if they decided 
they needed more equipment* ate this wss agreed on an international 

basin* this m ig ht ant be inconsistent with tte general position 1 bad 
outlined. 

T. I promised te deliver his message* which I did te Alexis 
J ohnson at abont TiW p. m. . Snptemter 2t. 

A* I note tte occasien to say that if Laos was sottlsd ws should 
then urgently turn our mites te VSet-ttaa*. The Vietmteh attack was. 

In oer view* n major danger te tte peace. I said we fait differently 
•Anut Viet* Nam than we did about Laos. Ma wha p fvh 
w<|> d . 1 said that In the case of Laos tte Agrscmsat of tte 1954 
conferonco ted given two proviacss to tte Potent Lao. Moreover, as 
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• new AdcniaUtmtion we were not prepared to arg ue that all action* 
the previous Administration in Loot wore necessarily wise. 

In any case* we wore prepared to accept a neutral and Independent 
Laoe under the condition# I bad outlined. In the cnee of Viet- Nam , 
benraver* ere dewed the openly immncxi intention ef Hanoi to destroy 
tho government ef South Viet ‘Hem and their actions U the past two 
years aa straightforward aggression. This aggression could become 
particularly dangerous If (he Laos herder were not closed and if the 
Vletminh proceeded to the third stage of a guerrilla offensive, ae 
ontllnaf by Mao Ts*»tsagj namely* (ha arganisation of armies and 
tho attempt to seine end to held e piece ef territory la Sooth Viet- Ham. 
The United States was deeply committed to maintain the Independence 
of Viet'tfam* H we were to have peace In Southeast Asia, it was 
essential that ths government in Hanoi understand the danger implicit 
in its present coarse ef action. His only response to this was to say 
that at an sarlSar time we had opposed free elections throughout all of 
Yiet-Ham. X pointed out that free elections required a number ef 
mOm e m * which have net obtained in Viet~Kam since 19*4, Including 
peace, and the ability el men freely to campaign In ell parts ef the 
country, which involves, among other things, frae speech and a free 
preeb. 

9. There was also considerable talh about Berlin, out of which 

nothing now emerged. 
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